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Support mounts for new school funding model
"100% Solution" yields fair spending for needy children and promotes education choice 
WASHINGTON, DC--Weighted student funding, a bold new model for public-school finance, is winning remarkable support from a broad spectrum of policymakers, education organizations, parents and school leaders. Since the Thomas B. Fordham Institute unveiled this plan on June 27, 2006 with 76 signers, more than 120 additional individuals across the political and ideological spectrum have added their names. Recent signers to Fund the Child: Tackling Inequity and Antiquity in School Finance include two former state superintendents, current and former state school board members, a former union head, school leaders, and parents. 
Click here http://www.edexcellence.net/fundthechild/signatories.cfm for the list of current signers. To read the full document, visit www.100percentsolution.org.
The funding model, which takes major steps toward solving today's most urgent problems in school finance, has three key elements that level the playing field for low-income students while widening children's education opportunities:
1. Full funding follows the child to the public school that he/she attends. 

2. Individual amounts are weighted to tailor resources to a child's specific needs and circumstances. 

3. Resources arrive at the school as real dollars (not teaching positions, etc.) that can be spent flexibly with emphasis on results, not programs, activities, or other inputs. 
"Weighted student funding isn't a total answer to every challenge that public schools face," explained Fordham president Chester E. Finn, Jr. "But it will eliminate the biggest funding disparities, foster equity, empower school leaders, and catalyze school choice--and reasonable folks from left, right, and center recognize this. Weighted student funding is the first serious, practical proposal to bring the financing of U.S. public education into the 21st Century." 
For copies of Fund the Child, media requests for interviews, or further information, please contact Jennifer Leischer, Communications Manager, at 202-223-5452.
Nationally and in our home state of Ohio, the Thomas B. Fordham Institute strives to close America's vexing achievement gaps by raising standards, strengthening accountability, and expanding high-quality education options for parents and families. For more information about the Institute's work, visit http://www.edexcellence.net.
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